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Fascinating adventure & challenge in the
Andes 11D/10N

Duration: 11 days




About this trip

In this 11-day trip combines desert landscapes, ancient Inca sites, and high-altitude challenges in the Andes. You'll
start in Lima, continue to Ica and Huacachina, and finish in Cusco, where the mountains bring a new level of
challenge to the journey.

In Lima, you'll visit the historic center, modern districts, and the Santo Domingo Convent. The trip then takes you
south to the Ballestas Islands before reaching the desert oasis of Huacachina. This is where the adventure begins,
with buggy rides across the dunes and sandboarding in the desert.

Then it's time for Cusco. You'll visit Sacsayhuamdn, Qenqo, Puka Pukara, Tambomachay, Pisac, and Ollantaytambo
before traveling to Machu Picchu for a private guided visit.

The last days bring the biggest challenge of the trip. Rainbow Mountain and Humantay Lake take you above 13,100
feet, adding a high-altitude experience that gives this itinerary a very different character from a traditional Peru
tour.

DAY 1: Airport - Lima hotel

Depending on your flight schedule, our staff will meet you at the airport and take you to your hotel in Lima.
Free time to explore the different places in Lima on your own.

+ Overnight: Hotel in Lima
« Checkin:12:00 Check out : 9:00 am

- Meals provided: none

NOTE: If your arrival time is before check-in time, you can use the hotel's common areas while you wait.

DAY 2: Lima city tour

At an agreed time, we'll tour the city of Lima, visiting its best attractions in its three historical periods.

Modern Lima: we'll stop at Intihuatana Park, located on the Miraflores Malecon, from where we'll see the Pacific
Ocean. We'll start our tour of the modern residential districts of Miraflores and San Isidro. From the outside, we'll see

Huaca Pucllana, a pre-Inca ceremonial temple in the shape of a pyramid that has survived Lima's urban sprawl.
We'll continue our tour to Olivar Park and the Financial Center.

Colonial Lima: our tour will continue to the Historic Center of Lima, declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in
1991. This is where the center of the Spanish colony was established in the 16th century and the first buildings were
constructed. We will visit the Plaza de San Martin, its balconies and old houses, the Main Square and its most
important buildings such as the Government Palace, the Cathedral of Lima, the Archbishop’s Palace, the Municipal
Palace, the Station of the Destitute and others.

Santo Domingo Convent: we'll go to one of the most important 17th century convents where the relics of three
important Peruvian saints are kept: Santa Rosa de Lima, San Martim de Porres and San Juan Macias.

We'll end our tour with the option of staying at the Indian Market in Larcomar or returning to the hotel.

+ Overnight: Hotel in Lima

« Meals included: breakfast

DAY 3: Ballestas Islands - Huacachina

Early in the morning, at an agreed time, we will take our transportation to Paracas. After a journey of almost 4 hours,
we will arrive at the port to take a speedboat to the Ballestas Islands, a natural habitat for dolphins, sea lions,
penguins, pelicans and more than 200 types of migratory and resident birds. On the Ballestas Islands we'll pass the
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Candelabra, a giant hieroglyph made using the same technique as the Nazca Lines, which is a source of great
curiosity due to its size and depth.

After a short rest, we'll continue on to Ica, where we'll visit the Plaza de Armas and explore the main streets of Old
and Modern Ica. We will then take a tour of the “Tres Generaciones” artisanal winery, where we will be given an
extensive explanation of how wine and pisco are made and how they are tasted. Afterwards, we'll go to the
Huacachina Lagoon, also known as “America’s Oasis”, where we'll appreciate the wonderful desert landscape
surrounded by impressive dunes. Then we'll take a ride in a “tubular” (a type of buggy). In the evening

we will return to Lima where, after a journey of approximately 5h30m, we will arrive in Lima. Transfer to the hotel.

+ Overnight: Hotel in Lima

« Meals included: breakfast

DAY 4: Lima - airport - Cusco

Depending on the time of your flight, we will transfer you from your hotel to Lima airport.

When you arrive in Cusco, our team will meet you at the airport and we will take you to your hotel where you will be
welcomed with the famous coca tea.

Free afternoon for acclimatization.
The city of Cusco is located at an altitude of 3,399 meters above sea level.

+ Overnight: Hotel in Cusco
« Checkin:12:00 Check out: 9:00 am

« Meals included: breakfast at the hotel in Lima

NOTE: If your arrival time is after the Lima check-out time, you can use the hotel's common areas while you wait.

DAY 5: City tour of Cusco

On this day you will visit the best places in and around Cusco.

We'll start with the Cathedral located in the Plaza de Armas. It is the main church of the imperial city and was built
over the palace of the Inca Wiracocha. The cathedral has more than 300 paintings from the Cusco school of art.

Next we head to Qoricancha, which in Quechua means “temple of gold”. The first temple to be built by the Incas, it
was once covered in large quantities of gold and silver.

We will leave the city of Cusco to visit the Sagqsayhuaman complex, famous for its huge lithic blocks weighing over
150 tons. At the time of the Inca empire it was considered the Temple of Lightning, “the god lllapa”.

Next we'll visit the temple of Q'enqgo, a place dedicated to Pacha Mama (Mother Earth) where you can see carved
stone constructions.

Then we'll arrive at the impressive Inca fort Puka Pukara, which in Quechua means Red Fortress.

Finally, we'll arrive at Tambomachay, where we'll see the sacred temple dedicated to the cult of water, which
probably also served as a purifying bath for the Inca rulers.

In the late afternoon we'll return to Cusco, where we'll drop you off at your hotel or, if you prefer, at the Plaza de
Armas.

+ Overnight: Hotel in Cusco

« Meals included: breakfast

DAY 6: Cusco - Sacred Valley of the Inca
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On this day you will visit the wonderful Sacred Valley of the Incas. Also known as the Vilcanota Valley.

We'll start the day by visiting the archaeological complex of Pisaq, located on top of a mountain. This wonderful
site is made up of groups of terraces and architectural structures scattered across its slopes and on the top of the
mountain. A wonderful blend of landscape and buildings. Next, we'll go to the handicraft market where you can see
a wide variety of work from ancient times.

We'll pass through Urubamba where we'll take a break for lunch. We will taste typical Peruvian cuisine with a
variety of dishes including salads, soups, hot dishes, the famous ceviche and delicious desserts.

After lunch we'll visit the architectural complex of Ollantaytambo, a living settlement built to guard the entrance to
this part of the valley and protect it from possible invaders. We'll have the opportunity to walk through its streets
and get a clearer idea of what this military, religious and cultural center was like during the Inca Empire.

After the visit, we'll board the train to Aguas Calientes. Upon arrival, the hotel representative will be waiting to take
you to your hotel.

+ Overnight: Hotel in Aguas Calientes

- Meals included: breakfast, lunch

DAY 7: Machu Picchu - Cusco

In the morning, at the scheduled time, our guide will pick you up from your hotel to go to the bus station where you
will climb 400m up a winding path for 20 minutes to reach the incredible wonder of the world “The Historic
Sanctuary of Machu Picchu”, also known as “The Lost City of the Incas”. When we arrive at the citadel of Machu
Picchu with our guide, we will pass through the entrance and begin the tour of the entire citadel. We'll visit the main
sites in Machu Picchu for about 2 hours 3 minute.

We'll return to the town of Aguas Calientes in the afternoon, where you'll have free time to enjoy lunch in one of the
many restaurants (lunch not included). After lunch, we will take the train to Ollantaytambo (depending on the
availability of the train departure time). The return will follow the same route as the outward journey. When you
arrive in Ollantaytambo, the train representative will be waiting to take you to the bus to your hotel in Cusco.

+ Overnight: Hotel in Cusco

« Meals included: Breakfast

DAY 8: Rainbow Mountain

Early in the morning, at an agreed time, we will stop at your hotel in Cusco to go to Collasuyo, south of the ancient
capital of the Incas (Cusco) which was part of the Tawantinsuyo (4 ancient regions of the Incas). Our first stop will
be after 2h (78km), in the community of Paucarpata (CUSIPATA) where we will rest and be able to buy water or
energy drinks, snacks, cereals, etc. and also enjoy our buffet-style breakfast. Afterwards, we'll continue in our
transport along the road for about 1 hour, where we'll arrive at the PHULAWASIPATA base camp and get ready for
the hike, an ascent of approximately 2 hours (3.5 km). During this journey we will have the opportunity to see the
impressive Hatun Ritti glacier (4825m), the different varieties of South American camelids and the wonderful
reflection of the landscape accompanied by the Puka Qocha and Qomer Qocha lagoons.

When we reach the Colorful Mountain we will have enough time to take pictures of this enigmatic and incredible
place. Then we'll return to base camp, descending for approximately 1.5 hours (3.5 km), where we'll take our
transportation to Paucarpata and enjoy our delicious lunch. Finally, at around 6pm we will be in the imperial city of
Cusco, where we will take you to your hotel.

+ Overnight: Hotel in Cusco

» Meals included: breakfast, lunch

’ ’ Page 4 of 8



DAY 9: Salineras, Maras, Moray
On this day we will visit beautiful Inca villages with their colonial houses. On this unique and enjoyable tour we will

be able to appreciate the treasures that this sacred land holds.

We'll start the day by visiting the experimental agricultural terraces of Moray. A group of circular terraces
measuring up to 150m in depth. According to historians, these constructions were an important Inca agricultural
laboratory, since their platforms were built with their own irrigation channels, each with its own microclimate. What
is most striking is the difference in average annual temperature between the top and bottom of the depressions,
with a difference of up to 15°C.

Next, we'll go to the colonial town of Maras, which preserves its Andean traditions and customs. We will be able to
appreciate its beautiful architecture and its houses with colonial-style stone doors.

Finally, we will visit the Maras salt mines. These mines continue to be exploited to this day, where peasants have
worked daily since Inca times. At the end of the tour, we'll return to Cusco where we'll drop you off at your hotel.
+ Overnight: Hotel in Cusco

« Meals included: breakfast

DAY 10: Humantay Lake

At the agreed time, approximately 4:30 a.m., we will stop at your hotel to begin our journey to the northwest of the
city of Cusco. We will pass through different villages and houses until we reach the town of Limatambo. From here
we'll climb up to the town of Mollepata, where we'll have breakfast and lunch. On the way, we will stop at Miraten de
Markahuasi to see the archaeological remains of the same name. Here the guide will give us detailed information
about the site after breakfast and then we'll head to Seraypampa. During the journey, the guide will talk about the
flora and fauna and customs of the place.

When we arrive at Soraypampa, the starting point of our trek, the guide will explain the correct way to walk at high
altitudes, the walking time and distance. He will give you a small snack and walking sticks to help you get going,
which will take about 2 hours. Arriving at the beautiful Humantay Lagoon, we will be able to appreciate the
wonderful scenery and the imposing view of the Humantay and Salkantay snow-capped peaks. After a short rest
and photo break, we'll return along the same route to Soraypampa where we'll pick up our vehicle and return to
Mollepata, where we'll have lunch in a buffet restaurant. After lunch we return to Cusco.

+ Overnight: Hotel in Cusco

» Meals included: breakfast, lunch

DAY 11: Return to Cusco - airport

Transfer Hotel — Cusco Airport.
End of our services.

« Meals included: breakfast

« Checkin: 12:00 Check out: 9:00 am

NOTE: If your arrival time is after check-out time, you can use the hotel's common areas while you wait

What's included
v/ Transfer: Transfer Hotel, Lima Airport, Transfer Airport, Hotel Cusco & Transfer train station

v/ Lima City Tour in group: Transportation, Guide and Tickets
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Ballestas & Huacachina: transportation, guide and entrance fees
Cusco City Tour in group

Sacred Valley group tour: transportation, guide, entrance fees and lunch
Train: Ollantaytambo - Aguas Calientes (EXPEDITION or INCARAIL)

Bus: Bus Aguas Calientes - Machu Picchu

CKL X X KX

Tour Colorful Mountain: Tickets, transport, guide, breakfast, lunch, 2 hiking poles, 1 rain poncho, oxygen

cylinder, first aid kit

<

Maras, Moray and Salinei: Transportation, guide and entrance fees

<

Tour Humantay Lake: Tickets, Transportation, Guide, Breakfast, Lunch, 2 hiking poles, 1 rain poncho, Oxygen

cylinder, First aid kit

v/ Hotels: 03 nights in a hotel in Lima with breakfast, 06 nights in a hotel in Cusco with breakfast, 01 nights in a

hotel in Aguas Calientes with breakfast.

What's not included
Airplane tickets

Drinks, except as mentio
Food, except as mentione
Snacks

Phone calls

Extra expenses

Tips

X X X X X X X X

Travel insurance

Packages

Economy - Single Room $1,793

+ Lima - Hotel Britania Miraflores | Arawi Miraflores Express | Girasoles Hotel

+ Cusco - Hotel Suefios del Inka [ Inka Wasi Plaza [ Sacha Centric [ Rojas Plaza Boutique / Raymi

+ Aguas Calientes - Terrazas del Inca Bed and Breakfast / Mapi Seven Machu Picchu |/ Sacred Stone
Boutique

Touristy — Single Room $1,845

 Lima - Britania Crystal Collection | Ferré Miraflores Hotel /[ Ibis Larco Miraflores
+ Cusco - Hotel Ruinas Cusco [ San Agustin Internacional [ Maytag Wasin Hotel
- Aguas Calientes — Inti Punku Machupicchu | Ferre Machu Picchu [ Tara Machu Picchu
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First — Single Room $2,155

« Lima - Arawi Miraflores Prime [ Casa Andina Select Miraflores

« Cusco — San Agustin Plaza | Casa Andina Standard Cusco Catedral / XIMA Cusco Hotel

- Aguas Calientes - Tierra Viva Machu Picchu / Taypikala Boutique Machupicchu / Casa Andina
Standard Machu Picchu

Premium - Single Room $2,630

+ Lima - Jose Antonio Deluxe / Casa Andina Premium Miraflores [/ Radisson Decapolis Miraflores

« Cusco — Novotel Cusco [ Casa Andina Premium Cusco /[ Wyndham Costa Del Sol Cusco

+ Aguas Calientes — El Mapi Hotel By Inkaterra / Jaya Machu Picchu Boutique [ Hatun Inti Boutique
Machu Picchu

Luxury — Single Room $4,481
« Lima - Westin Lima Hotel & Convention / Hotel Hilton Lima Miraflores
-+ Cusco - Casa Cartagena Boutique Hotel & Spa /[ Palacio del Inka Luxury Collections [ Hotel Aranwa

Cusco Boutique
+ Aguas Calientes — Hotel Sumag Machupicchu [ Hotel Casa del Sol Boutique / Hotel Inkaterra

Machupicchu Pueblo

See Availability
Package and add-on availability may change at any time. Scan the QR code or click here to

see real-time availability and book your trip.
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https://www.wetravel.com/checkout_embed?uuid=8559858219&widget_type=itineraryPage&source=itinerary_page&utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=full

About your organizer

PERU GRAND TRAVEL
4.7 - 53 reviews

Being true to our word, Pert Grand Travel will surpass all of your expectations and those of all our clients, with
our classic and adventure programmes. If you use us to travel to Peru, we will guarantee you the best possible
experience.
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